
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Arts for All Northeast Ohio 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Something to Celebrate!! 

Your Project Summary: At the 2017 festival we will be celebrating the simple and yet beautiful things in 

life thru 35 interactive art activity stations, gallery-style displayed art, and various performers . We will 

celebrate our 4 seasons, the first snowfall, walking in the rain, naps, rock and roll, etc. We will be 

emphasizing that some of the daily occurrences that  we take for granted are the very causes for 

celebration! 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The festival celebrates differently-abled people as artists and bridges understanding. 

Community volunteers are engaged in decision making and artistic planning. The space in which the 

festival happens is transformed through the arts and the festival planners ensure that cultural vibrancy is 

experienced by all attendees, making special consideration for participants who are hearing impaired, 

noise sensitive, etc. A more compelling project goal than # of surveys collected would be related to public 

benefit (perhaps # of differently-abled artists featured instead). Not considering in-kind contributions, the 

organization should consider the additional income needed to cover the project expenses. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project fulfills the funding criteria. The Something to Celebrate annual festival is of 

tremendous public benefit, reaching more than a thousand individuals affected by developmental 

disabilities and their families and friends -- and providing an outlet to express themselves through art. This 

project has great artistic vibrancy through diverse arts offerings throughout the day. A committed 

volunteer leadership is in place for great organizational capacity. The project is clearly important and 

needed in the community. I do suggest that the project goal be more closely aligned with the 

funding/expense needs. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Great public benefit. I love the inclusion of both performers/artists with and without 

disabilities. As VSA has closed down many chapters, this is an important institution to continue in local 

communities. Artistic and cultural vibrancy is high. Planning committee includes people with disabilities (I 

would encourage the committee to continue including more) and the planning incorporates feedback 

from previous years. All contribute to high artistic and cultural vibrancy. Budget is sound though I'd 

caution the committee to not get too comfortable with in-kind donations. It might be wise to consider 

finding funds to support an admin position to help sustain this important mission. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The project clearly and strongly articulated the public benefit through its intended 

engagement of the community in building awareness and giving visibility to individuals with disabilities. I 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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appreciated their inclusion of non-disabled artists as well. The project could have been stronger with 

inclusion of data and statistics to support the growth and intended outcomes or past successes to more 

clearly demonstrate the organization's capacity to execute this project. It is clear from the narrative that 

the community supports this work and appreciates its ability to participate through volunteering. The 

budget was clear but I was disappointed to see no compensation to artists included in the budget - 

compensation supports ACV and demonstrates engagement of qualified arts and cultural professionals. I 

was confused by the budget and left with questions about the calculation of the in-kind amount. Providing 

additional detail would alleviate this confusion. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, the Festival demonstrates exceptional public benefit because clearly the organization 

knows its community (e.g., providing quiet spaces for those who need them) and works with its 

community (e.g., some planning committee members and participating artists are individuals with 

disabilities themselves).  The Festival is clearly vibrant as demonstrated by the attachments, especially the 

program and video.  It's amazing this is all carried out by an all-volunteer team, which demonstrates 

terrific organizational capacity.  I'm a little surprised that increasing the survey response rate is such a high 

priority, because a 33% response rate is already fairly high and is probably already a fairly representative 

sample. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, Arts for All Northeast Ohio's application meets the funding criteria. The organization's 

project, an annual interactive arts festival to celebrate the artistic abilities of individuals with disabilities, 

provides excellent public benefit. The application clearly demonstrates an understanding of working with 

and serving the community, particularly individuals with disabilities. The festival is free, open to the public, 

and advertised widely in the community. Arts for All Northeast Ohio has implemented evaluation 

measures which help them to improve their festival and better engage with all participants, from arts 

professionals to the general public. In their application, they demonstrated an ability to not only collect 

feedback but to make changes based on feedback. Planning for 2017 has already begun! I have no 

concerns about the organization's ability to carry through with its plans for next year's festival. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


